SOCIO LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

	MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEEETING

14th  January 2010, at Birkbeck College, London

	

	Present
	Morag McDermont, Dave Cowan (chair), Bronwen Morgan, Mary Seneviratne, Caroline Hunter, Rosemary Hunter, Marie Selwood, Dermot Feenan, Amanda Perry Kessaris, Anne Barlow, Phil Rumney, Charlotte Skeet, André Naidoo, Penny English, Dermot Feenan, Vanessa Munro, Marian Duggan 

	

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Apologies for absence
	

	
	Rosemary Auchmuty, Helen Stalford, Nicole Busby, Sally Wheeler; Nick Jackson 

	

	2.
	Minutes of meeting 23rd September 2009
	

	
	Agreed, with amendments to attendance list.


	

	3.
	Matters Arising
	

	3.1
	Marie Selwood will produce list of Exec members standing down at AGM in April
	MS

	3.2
	Database: no progress as there has as yet been no discussion with Nick Jackson (but see 4.4 below).


	

	4.
	Officers’ Reports
	

	
	
	

	4.1
	Chair (Dave Cowan reporting telecom with Sally Wheeler)

a) ESRC Panel and Committees – DC encouraged SLSA members to apply; pays annual honourarium of £800/£1500

b) LSA 2010 – agreed that Grad Student Workshop would be advertised on SLSA website.
	MS



	4.2
	Vice-Chair

nothing not covered elsewhere on the agenda


	

	4.3
	Treasurer

Report noted (Appendix 1).


	

	4.4
	Membership Secretary
	

	
	Report attached (Appendix 2).

Unresolved problems with database (see Minutes 23rd Sept 2009) means that it has not been possible to provide details of all actual members as the database does not recognise data input by Dermot. 

NOTED that there was an extreme urgency in dealing with database problems. 
	DC/SW



	4.5
	Recruitment Report

Report noted (Appendix 3).


	

	4.6
	Newsletter and Website Editor
	

	
	Reports attached (Appendix 4 and 5).

Thanks to Marie for latest newsletter which had more pages than previous and some great articles.

Sponsorship of newsletter: now in final year of existing 3 year sponsorship arrangements with Law Schools. AGREED to ask Linda Mulcahy to write to heads of Law Schools to arrange for new 3-yr deals.

ACSS: it was AGREED that the individual membership for MS should not be renewed, but that SLSA organisational membership would be maintained.

January newsletter so far 'a little thin': request for articles.

LSA Annual Meeting: it was AGREED that additional newsletters would be sent to cover anticipated increase in delegate numbers. 


	DC

DM

MS

	4.6
	Webmaster

Report noted (Appendix 6).


	

	5
	UWE Conference 2010
	

	
	43 registrations so far – Exec members said this was good compared to previous conferences. 

50 abstracts submitted.

10 agreed publisher sponsors and 1 further potential sponsorship from Incentia, who want to sponsor plenary speaker – AGREED.  Many thanks to André for help in obtaining publisher support, in particular for excellent professional presentation to publishers. André noted that there were still more publishers who had to make a decision on sponsorship.

Debate over conference bags – AGREED to leave to discretion of UWE organisers depending on budget.

UWE costs had increased, in part due to need for centralised submission of abstracts which had not been in original agreement. However cost increase also due to increase in amount UWE charging for administrative services.


	PR

	6
	Conference 2011 – Sussex

Charlotte Skeet reported on behalf of Sussex team.

In early stages on contacting hotels to reserve rooms – will try to reserve some accommodation on campus. Have arranged for shared room accommodation for £40 per night

DMU to send timetable specification to Sussex.

Sussex to investigate alternatives to conference bags.

DMU recommended accommodation should be booked early

Conference dinner: agreed that this be discussed at next Exec meeting – suggested should be held at venue in Brighton.

Plenary: Exec agreed not advisable unless speaker could be guaranteed to attract large audience.

Centralised submission of abstracts essential.

AGREED i) 2011 conference website operational after 2010 conference, ii) 350 flyers to be produced to be included in UWE conference packs.


	CS



	7.
	Annual Conference 2012

Bids received from: Robert Gordon (Aberdeen); York; Essex; Anglia Ruskin. Agreed to defer discussion of bids until May Exec so that site visits could be completed. Howeverr, Robert Gordon to be asked to reconsider their costings as estimated 350 delegates considered unrealistic, and conference dinner should be included in delegate price (i.e. not optional extra).

 
	DC/SW



	8.
	Post-Graduate Conference 2010, Bristol
	

	
	43 registrations received.

Election of PG rep to committee to take place at PG conference.

2011 conference: De Montfort and Nottingham both offered – to be decided at May Exec meeting.


	

	9 
	One Day Conferences
	

	9.1
	Law Commission Consultation on Social Care (Caroline Hunter)

Caroline Glendinnig very keen to participate. Dept of Health asked if they want to participate.

Law Commission consultation paper not yet out, and uncertain due to impending general election. Suggested June maybe appropriate for holding conference.

Potential for recruitment of members to SLSA - CH to liaise with Jo Hunt re: application forms.


	CH



	9.2
	Exploring the 'socio' in socio-legal (Dermot Feenan)

Paper circulated (Appendix 7). Exec considered this was a fantastic proposal. AGREED to go for option 3 re: speakers.

Possible keynote speakers 1) Susan Silbey 2) Mariana Valverde 3) George Pavlich.

Panellists: Carol Smart suggested. 

AGREED that cost for PGs should be £0 but they should be asked to provide £30 deposit, refundable on attendance.


	DF

	10.
	Proposal for  One Day Conference for Post Graduate and Early Career Scholars

Deferred to May meeting


	SW

	11.
	Law Commission Annual Meeting

Paper circulated (Appendix 7).


	

	12.
	Small Grants Committee

Report circulated (Appendix 8).

30 applications, 9 rejected as not SLSA members. 7 grants awarded. All assessment carried out by email, scoring based on numerical ranking. Feedback given to unsuccessful applicants which has produced positive response.

System for applications needs shake-up to
i) clarify rules and regulations

ii) new application form
New system to be brought in by August.

Committee proposed total for small grants be increased from £8000 to £10,000, and max. award to be increased to £2000 – to be discussed at May Exec.

Mary to step down as chair, AGREED Dermot will take over. Executive thanked Mary and committee.

It was suggested that there should be some form of depository for output from grants. Marie Selwood noted that many SLSA small grants were turned into books after a number of years.


	DC

	13
	Article Prize

Shortlist on website – send email to Dave Cowan with name of  first choice by 22nd January.


	

	14
	Book Prize

Scores to DC by Friday 22nd. May Exec to discuss guidelines for running book prize next year. Rosemary Hunter to circulate paper with proposals before next meeting.

AGREED reader meets author session should be run at conference for book prize. 


	

	15
	Seminar Competition

More applications required – deadline 31st January.


	

	16
	LSA International Meeting 2012, Hawai

Executive reluctantly agreed to support this, Amanda P-K to be SLSA rep on organising committee.

Sally to be asked to write to SLSA expressing concern that venue for international meeting was not discussed with international associations in advance of decision being made.


	AP-K

SW

	17
	Nominations to REF Panel 

AGREED to construct list of nominees jointly with SLS.

SW to inform HEFCE that SLSA wants to continue as nominating body.
	SW

	18
	Any Other Business

Agreed that MS could order a new banner as old one in state of disrepair – budget: £200-300
	MS

	
	Committee recorded its thanks to Daniel for his work as Treasurer.


	

	
	Morag McDermont

2nd February 2010
	


 Appendix 1
SLSA ANNUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

12 September 2009 - 11 January 2010

Current Account

Income

Membership: Standing Orders
     482.00



   Cheques

  1,070.00


   Less reimburse.
      -10.00

    
  1,542.00


Newsletter Sponsorship





  2,500.00

Interest







         7.24
Hart Prizes







     500.00
TOTAL





     
        4,549.24

Expenditure

Newsletter: Production





  6,870.30

Website/Bulletin Board





  1,242.00

Executive Committee Expenses




  1,848.80

Academy of Social Sciences




     209.22
TOTAL









         10,170.32

Net Balance








        - 5,621.08

Add funds as at 11.9.09







        19,781.41
Closing Balance






         14,160.33



Co-Op Guaranteed Investment Bond

Interest to 11.1.2010




       15.57

Add funds at 11.9.2009




25,741.34

Closing Balance






        25,756.91
TOTAL SURPLUS





        39,917.24
Appendix 2

SLSA Executive Committee Meeting – 14 January 2010
Report from Membership Secretary

1. Online Database

The situation remains as stated in the report for September 2009.

2. SLSA Membership Breakdown

On 13 January 2010, the state of the membership database was as follows*:

· Full members


  490

· Postgraduate members
  197
Total number of members:
  757
· Ton-members (institutions etc. 

who receive Newsletter free) 
   360


· Total number on database:
 1117

As will be apparent, the sums in relation to ‘Full members’ and ‘Postgraduate members’ do not add up. The discrepancy in sums was drawn to the attention of Mr Jose Casal in October 2009, with follow ups in November 2009 and January 2010. The initial response dated 7th October indicates that this is a problem with the database logic and that it will be investigated. Nick Jackson advises that priority has been given to addressing the Joomla upgrade.

In addition, there are problems with saving on the database the details of members after these details are inputted. This matter, too, has been referred to Nick, and is being investigated.
In the circumstances, it continues to be impossible to provide the Executive with an accurate total and breakdown of members from the database. Since the last meeting, my paper records indicate inputting of data on new members, particularly in the field of postgraduate membership. All applications that have been received to date have been processed, subject to the problem mentioned above regarding the problem with the database.

I would wish to see the problems with the database resolved prior to the switch to a commercial provider.

3. Renewals

Final reminders to members on renewing membership for 2009-2010 are pending.

Dermot Feenan

Membership Secretary
Appendix 3

SLSA EXECUTIVE MEETING, 14 JAN 2010

Recruitment Secretary’s Report

I have now taken over the role of Recruitment Secretary from Alison Dunn, who has passed on a number of flyers for conference packs etc and much useful information , I would like to convey my thanks to her. I have also been in contact with Dermot Feenan to think about possible areas to target over the coming period.

At present, I am looking to identify those who are registering for the SLSA conference, but who are not already SLSA members, and will follow them up with an email. 

I also plan, within the next month, a general email sweep of UK law schools. Some PhD students may also be picked up at January’s PG conference in Bristol. 

Dermot has suggested getting ourselves seen on relevant email lists/newletters/conferences etc from other disciplines – if any one has any contacts in any other disciplines who could identify the best places to target, if they could let me know, that would be very helpful. 

Jo Hunt

huntj@cf.ac.uk
Cardiff, 7 January 2010.

Appendix 4

Newsletter Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

14 January 2010
Marie Selwood

General

Distribution of back issues

I have been active in trying to clear the backlog of these as people have not come forward for them. However, offering them to people who ask me to publicise events is proving fruitful. The following events are therefore handing out free newsletters to delegates:

· LILAC 2010 at UKCLE, Jan 2010 – 225 copies of issue 59 for conference packs plus 50 assorted back issues for display at the conference. 

· SLSA postgrad conference, Bristol, Jan 2010: 50 assorted back issues

· Law and Neuroscience conference, Italy, November 2009: 30 of issue 58

· Westminster’s ‘After Guantanamo’ conference, Jan 2010: 80  of issue 59

· Newcastle’s Human Rights Group Symposium, Jan 2010: 30 assorted back issues

· Legal Subjectivity conference, Cambridge, Jan 2010: 50 assorted back issues

· Climate Change and Global Health: Law, Justice and Governance, Bristol, Feb 2010: 30 assorted back issues

Sponsorship
I am pleased to say that the CSLS Oxford has agreed to sponsor the newsletter for another year.

It is worth noting that this is the third year of the sponsorship scheme. If possible it might be a good idea to start thinking ahead, perhaps sending out a chair’s letter (or possibly see if Linda Mulcahy would help us here again) to our current sponsors and also to other institutions who haven’t so far been involved. If so, it might be a good idea to do this over the next few months. I am a bit worried that in the current economic climate institutions might be inclined to save this bit of money and we might have to be quite persuasive in getting them to renew their support.

AcSS
The AcSS have written to me about renewing my affiliate subscription at £35 per annum. I have copies of the journal 21st Century Society from 2008–09 which I am happy to forward on to anyone who is interested.
Number 59 (Winter 2009)
The winter issue was printed and distributed on time. As mentioned in my September report, there was a great deal of material submitted including the second part of Bettina Lange’s ethics article, some interesting research summaries and lots of books and events. Sally and Daniel both agreed that it was better to publish what we had while it was current so we added four pages and produced a 20-page issue for the first time. 

Other points

· print run – 2000
1200 for mailing list
800 for JLS
· page 19 UWE 2010
· page 20 Routledge-Cavendish advertisement
· No inserts

Number 60 (Spring 2010)
The deadline for the spring issue is 25 January. At the moment, there is not much material in but this is quite normal for January and there are usually many items on the agenda for me to follow up. I also have the promise of an article about the concerns expressed to HEFCE regarding the ‘impact’ element in the plans for the REF. I have also approached Elizabeth Cooke at the Law Commission (on Amanda’s suggestion) to see if she would be prepared to write a piece about the LC’s criteria for setting its future programme (see Amanda’s report circulated with the agenda). She has now contacted me to say that she will do this if she has time but it might have to be for a future issue.

I have also checked with the LSA about including newsletters in their conference packs again this year. They are happy to do this and are anticipating about 1800/1900 delegates.

Other points

· print run – approx 4200/4300
1200 for mailing list
800 for JLS
approx 300 for UWE 2010
approx 1800/1900 for LSA meeting, Chicago

· page 15 UWE 2010
· page 16 Routledge-Cavendish advertisement
· No inserts so far

Appendix 5

Website Editor’s Report to SLSA Executive Committee

14 Jan 2010

Marie Selwood
The website has been running smoothly and is regularly updated. I am hoping to have a bit of a spring clean before the conference if I have time. I would be grateful if anyone using the site could look out for items that are out of date, broken links and the like and let me know of anything that needs fixing.

Directory
I think people are gradually adding details to the directory but it is a slow process and it seems that the majority of members don’t seem to want to make the time which is a shame. At the last meeting we did talk about offering a free draw to get people to upload their publications/research details etc. This didn’t really get decided but I’m happy to organise it if people still think it’s a good idea. I think ideas that were put forward were Amazon vouchers or an MP3 player. Maybe other sorts on vouchers might be attractive – John Lewis or M&S? Or a journal subscription?
SLSA news page
This seems to work well. When I do the spring clean, I will probably give it a bit of an overhaul to make it easier to read. I think splitting the various categories into separate pages is probably the way to go. It is a very popular page and has more than 6000 hits since it was set up last summer. Members continue to rely heavily on this service and the weekly email.
Appendix 6

For SLSA Exec 14 Jan 2010

Webmaster’s report

1. I’m not aware of any problems with the main web site or Directory (other than the apparent reluctance of members to enter their details).  I still get occasional reports of problems which individual members have in logging on or updating profiles but these are sorted out as they arise.


2. Joomla update from version 1.0 to 1.5 is still proving intransigent but almost there on the test copy of the site. I’ve asked the developer give priority to this work since our continued security and hosting are dependent upon it.


3. Dermot has reported some problems with the membership databases. Difficulties with adding members have I hope all been resolved but the troublesome and irritating arithmetic glitches noted in his report remain.

4. I do not intend to re-open issues of payment to José (the developer) and completion of the site brief with the provision of e-commerce facilities until the version upgrade is in place.

Nick Jackson

Appendix 7

Proposal for One-Day Conference Hosted by the Socio-Legal Studies Association

©Dermot Feenan 2010

Title
Exploring the 'Socio' of 'Socio-Legal' Studies

Venue

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, London 

Date

Wednesday, 3rd November 2010

Academic Co-ordinator/s

Dermot Feenan

School of Law

University of Ulster

Rationale
The conference will provide an opportunity to explore the meaning and implications of the 'socio' aspect of socio-legal studies. 

While there has been some scholarly consideration of what is meant by the 'socio' of socio-legal studies, there remains considerable scope to examine further the perspectives that might be brought to bear on this issue. Certainly, there has been no dedicated symposium previously devoted to this theme.

The conference aims to take stock of and analyse the historical development and current status of this aspect of socio-legal studies and to attempt to lay out potential pathways for future study.

The conference offers an opportunity to consider a range of questions surrounding the understandings and applications of ‘socio’. Does it connote the 'social' or 'society', and what are the implications of those connotations in an era of rapid change? Which social groups or societies have been privileged (and subordinated), and what are implications for the pre-occupation with the human individual or group for contextual legal analysis of inter-species relations or ecology? Does the 'socio' abbreviate the word 'sociological' or stand in, more broadly, for the phrase 'social sciences', and what are the effects of adopting either approach? How might social theory, sociology or other aspects of social sciences inform, or better inform, analysis of law, legal institutions and other objects of legal studies? What is the relationship between the 'socio' and the 'legal'? Why are these issues important; theoretically, conceptually and empirically to socio-legal scholarship? Do developments in late modernity, such as consumerism, globalisation, or neo-liberalism, pose fresh challenges that the 'socio' must address? How, if at all, do themes abounding the 'socio' in early twenty-first-century scholarship, such as terrorism, security, or changing configurations of community, create opportunities for new perspectives on the 'legal'? What are implications for the outputs and impacts of socio-legal scholarship in addressing these questions? In what ways do socio-legal researchers communicate beyond their readers to a broader audience, and should a commitment to the 'socio' entail an obligation to make social impact and if so how?

The conference invites critical examination of an issue which is likely to be of interest to a wide range of scholars, especially those in working in sociology, social policy, and legal studies. This pioneering exploration invites in particular theoretical, historical, comparative, and transdisciplinary perspectives, informed, where appropriate, by empirical research.

Given that most of the SLSA's members are legal academics and given that much socio-legal scholarship is produced by legal academics, the conference offers an opportunity to both welcome a broad scholarly interest and to widen the membership of the SLSA. Registration data from the SLSA One-Day Conference in 2008 showed attendance from some scholars outside the field of legal studies and from abroad. (Whether, and if so the extent to which, the proposed conference will be successful in doing so will be monitored, with results reported back to the Executive.)

Background

The term 'sociolegal' studies appears to have been in established use in the USA since the early part of the twentieth century.
 In the UK, a number of academic lawyers and social scientists organised in 1972 as the 'Socio-Legal Group' to hold regular conferences. That Group developed into the Socio-Legal Studies Association in 1990. The Association conceives of socio-legal studies as embracing ‘disciplines and subjects concerned with law as a social institution, with the social effects of law, legal processes, institutions and services and with the influence of social, political and economic factors on the law and legal institutions.
 In 1972, the Social Science Research Council (the predecessor of the ESRC) in an attempt to provide institutional support for socio-legal studies funded the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies at The University of Oxford. 

Notwithstanding the increasing extent of socio-legal research, teaching and professional activity, there appears to be relatively little critical analysis of what constitutes the 'socio' or socio-legal studies.
 True, a number of scholars associated with the field have engaged in various ways with the issue.
 A challenge to elaborating the 'socio', acknowledged indirectly by some early proponents, such as Harris, is that: ‘There is no agreed definition of socio-legal studies’.
 Some scholars have addressed the 'socio' directly, though in passing. A few scholars have addressed it obliquely, by offering definitions of 'socio-legal' studies generally
 or by exploring its various meanings.
 Here, the 'socio' is not analysed separately but is discernable through the definition given to the broader conjoined field of the ‘socio-legal’. But even here different definitions connote different concepts of the 'socio' and, consequently, different relationships between the 'socio' and the legal. A number of studies define it in terms of the study of law in its social context. Some other studies broaden that context to include the 'political and economic',
 or add the 'cultural'
 ― but even then the precise relationship between these fields is rarely elaborated. By far the largest number of scholars address the 'socio' impliedly, by positing the sociological deficit in socio-legal studies (whereby the 'socio' is framed by its asserted lack)
 or by addressing or encouraging engagement with the 'social', 'sociological' or 'social sciences'.
 Still, a number of these studies reflect a dimorphic and instrumental relationship between law and society. Here, law is treated as separate, even inviolate,
 though related to or contextualised within 'society' and operating upon 'society'. Often, it is concerned with a mechanistic view of law, for instance, in terms of how social sciences throw light on 'the workings of law and legal institutions'.
 Wheeler and Thomas suggest a different relationship, one which focuses on intellectual relations and interface: 'The "socio" in socio-legal studies means to us an interface with a context within which law exists, be that a sociological, historical, economic, geographical or other context.'

If the conceptualisation of the 'socio' has traditionally been in terms of classical sociological concerns – of society, social structure and social practices (setting aside for the moment the issue of the rigour of analysis or incorporation of those terms) – it is perhaps not surprising that traditional notions of the 'legal' follow suit. Have traditional socio-legal studies that rely on concepts such as 'society' been rendered redundant by recent sociological theories such as those of Luhmann that substitute a theory of 'social systems' for theories of society?
 How have recent developments in sociology and social theory modified not simply the 'socio' but also the 'legal'? Feminism has critiqued the gendered basis of traditional scholarship, with significant influence in socio-legal studies. Postmodernism has altered ways of understanding the social and its relationship with the legal, particularly through deconstruction of accepted terms. Structuration theory has changed understandings of the relationship between structure and agency, in particular through the ways that law is constituted through social practice. Boudieu's concept of the field, habitus, and social and cultural capital increasingly inform studies of legal actors
 and suggest how the 'legal' must be understood with reference to embodiment and other attributes of disposition. Psychoanalytic influences -- such as those of Derrida, Lacan and Žižek -- have borne radical re-conceptions of the concept of the self, identity and social roles. 

While the 'socio' may elude precise and definitive elaboration, and perhaps necessarily so, a series of issues continue to arise from its use in socio-legal studies.

Selecting Presenters

There are three main options, each with its own pros and cons. 

Table 1: Options for Selection of Presentations
	
	Options
	Pros
	Cons

	1
	One keynote speaker presentation, with up to 18 other papers selected through a Call for Papers.

(This was the approach adopted for the SLSA One-Day Conference ‘Socio-Legal Studies and the Humanities’.)
	A good keynote speaker can attract some participants who would not necessarily wish to deliver a paper.
	Choosing one keynote might generate some jealousies among other wannabe keynotes and give rise to possible accusations of partiality.

	
	
	The 'Call' generates wide interest among potential presenters.

(48 abstracts were submitted for the SLSA One-Day Conference)
	While selection through Call provides some degree of quality control, the standard of some delivered papers can be poor.

	
	
	Selected presenters pay conference attendance fees, thus increasing revenue for the SLSA.
	

	2
	Invited speakers only
	Allows high degree of quality control, in that those with an established track record can be identified and invited.
	Invited speakers likely to want to be paid travel expenses, increasing costs.

	
	
	Inviting such a roster of quality speakers has reputational  significance for SLSA.
	

	
	
	Invited speakers can be targeted and secured also on the basis that they are likely to deliver output, which in turn has reputational value for SLSA.
	

	3
	Invited speakers, plus Call

(Reduced number of Invited Speakers (n 6), plus Call)
	Retains 'pros' of point 2, above, and some of the 'pros' of point 1, above.
	The revenue from accommodating a reduced number of Callees, might be cancelled out by costs for invited speakers.


My preferred approach is 3, which would be reflected in the following proposed programme.

Proposed Programme

Table 2: Proposed Programme
	Time
	Event

	9.30am-10.00am
	Tea/Coffee & Biscuits

	10.00am-11.00am
	Welcome, followed by Keynote Speaker (Chaired)

	11.00am-11.15am
	Tea/Coffee & Biscuits

	11.15am-12.45pm
	Plenary Session: 3 Invited Speakers & Chair. Panelists speak for up to 20 minutes each, leaving remaining time for general discussion.

	12.45pm-1.30pm
	Lunch

	1.30pm-3.00pm
	Stream/s (Up to 2 Parallel Streams: Each with 3 Speakers & Chair). Panelists speak for up to 20 minutes each, leaving remaining time for general discussion.)

	3.00pm-3.15pm
	Tea/Coffee & Biscuits

	3.15pm-4.20pm
	Stream/s (Up to 2 Parallel Streams: Each with 2 Speakers & Chair). Panelists speak for up to 20 minutes each, leaving remaining time for general discussion.)

	4.20pm-4.55pm
	Plenary Discussion: Reconvened Plenary Panel (Chaired)

	4.55pm-5.00pm
	Closing remarks


23 Roles (Keynote Speaker & Invited Speakers/Panelists/Chairs). 

If the conference features one Keynote Speaker and 3 invited Speakers for the morning plenary, the Call for Papers will seek to select 10 papers for the 4 afternoon sessions.

Keynote/ Invited Speaker/s

Table 3: Keynote/ Invited Speaker/s
[The following names are suggestions, in alphabetical order]

Ideally, the plenary panel will comprise speakers with distinctive perspectives and achieve diversity in representation. I would also like to see persons invited from outside the SLSA Executive to provide us with fresh perspectives and to avoid any suspicion of nepotism.

	Name
	Post
	Affiliation
	Details

	Roger Cotterrell
	Professor
	Queen Mary, London 
	Author of, inter alia, Law's Community: Legal Theory in Sociological Perspective (1995)

	Nicola Lacey
	Professor 
	LSE
	Author of, inter alia, Unspeakable Subjects: Feminist Essays in Legal and Social Theory (1998)

	Linda Mulcahy
	Professor 
	LSE
	Co-author of, inter alia, Feminist Perspectives on Contract Law and co-editor of Social & Legal Studies. Former Chair of SLSA.

	David Nelken
	Professor
	University of Macerata, & Cardiff University
	Author of, inter alia, European Ways of Law: Towards a European Sociology of Law (2007).

	Austin Sarat 
	William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Jurisprudence and Political Science
	Amherst College, USA
	Author of numerous law and society publications and
editor of Law, Culture and Humanities

	Brian Tamanaha
	Professor
	St. John's University, USA
	Author of, inter alia, A General Jurisprudence of Law and Society (2001) and Realistic Social-Legal Theory: Pragmatism and a Social Theory of Law (1997) 


Target Audience

(a) General
The conference will likely be of particular interest to socio-legal scholars working at the interface with social theory and sociology, but also for those scholars working in other areas of social science, and in social theory and sociology who are interested in the connections with law and legal study.

It is anticipated that about 30 people could be expected to pay to register. The keynote and 3 additional invited speakers would have their fees waived. (Given space constraints at the IALS, I would wish to place a cap of 42 [including keynote and invited speakers, & delegates] attending, with a cap of 38 on registration.)

(b) Specific
· Alertanet – Latin American Network on Law & Society

· British Society of Criminology

· British Sociological Association

· Dutch and Belgian Law & Society

· Canadian Law and Society Association

· International Institute for the Sociology of Law

· Law and Society Association

· Law and Society Association of Australia and New Zealand

· Political Studies Association

· Research Committee for the Sociology of Law

· Socio-Legal Studies Association

· Social Policy Association

· Society of Legal Scholars

· Association for the Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities

· Vereinigung fur Rechtssoziologie (German Association for the Sociology of Law)

Dates and Timetable

Table 4: Timetable
	Mths
	Task
	Date

	0
	Proposal to SLSA Executive Committee
	14 Jan 10



	0.5
	Invite Panellists/ Issue Public Call for Papers, Allowing 3 mths response:

(a) Notice to (including):

· SLSA Membership: Bulletin Board & Newsletter

· SLS Membership: E-mail & Website

(b) E-mail 150 Posters to UK Law Schools & Other Schools 


	1 Feb 10

	3.5
	Take 1 month to:

Select abstracts and secure agreement of successful submitters of abstracts (thereafter, allow 4 mths for completion of draft conference paper)

Book accommodation at venue

Aim to secure discounted accommodation for eve of event at 10%


	1 May 10

	7.5
	Draft papers submitted to Academic Co-ordinator 
	1 Oct 10



	8.5
	Conference
	3 Nov 10



	10.5
	Interested participants submit amended papers in journal/book style to Academic Co-ordinator and independent reviewer for selection for publication


	1 Jan 11

	12.5
	Academic Co-ordinator notifies participants of provisional selection and necessary amendments


	1 Mar 11

	13.5
	Participants submit final papers for journal/book


	1 Apr 11

	21.5
	Special issue/ book published


	1 Dec 11


Registration Fees

Cost (including lunch and refreshments):

· SLSA Members      

£50

· SLSA Students

£30

· Non-members

£75

Budget
The Institute of Advanced Legal Studies has, on the basis of the success of the SLSA One-Day Conference in 2008, agreed to provide 3 rooms free of charge. The Institute will charge only for catering.

Any call for papers and registration will be issued with a deadline that allows no commitment to expenditure. If insufficient interest is shown by the deadline for calls and registration, the conference may be cancelled.

Table 5: Budget

	Items/ Venues
	Estimates (£)
	Description

	Arrival Tea/Coffee/Biscuits
	1.45
	 

	Morning Tea/Coffee/Biscuits
	1.45
	 

	Lunch

 

 
	7.5
	Sandwiches & Fruit

	
	0.25
	Glass of mineral water (8/£2.00)

	
	0.25
	Glass of fruit juice (8/£2.00)

	Tea/Coffee/biscuits
	1.45
	Tea/Coffee & biscuits

	Total cost/person:
Food & Refreshments
	12.35
	 


Table 6: Costs of Keynote & Invited Speakers: UK/ USA

	Speakers
	Cost

	UK @ £80 x 3 (2 x London-based day rtns @ £40 each/ 1 other UK longer travel [£70] & overnight accommodation [£120] & meal [£25])
	295

	US/Canada @ £900 x 1
	900

	Total
	1195


Table 7: Total Costs (£)

	Speakers
	Catering (for 34)
	Fliers
	Sub-total costs
	Registration

(Assume  total 30:

19 x SLSA Full @ £50 = £950; 4 x Non-SLSA @ £75 = £300; 7 x SLSA Student @ 30 = £210
	Publishers

Displays/ Advertising

Cambridge

Hart

SAGE
	Sub-total income
	Total

income

	1195
	419.9
	45
	1659.9
	1460
	200
	1660
	0.10 


Publication

The conference participants will be invited to submit their papers, alongside any other commissioned papers, for publication in a special issue of a peer-reviewed journal (comprising half a dozen papers approx.)
 or an edited book
 (comprising approximately a dozen chapters), commissioned and edited by the Academic Co-ordinator. 
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