SOCIO-LEGAL STUDIES ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY

19 MARCH 2008

1. Present:  Anne Barlow (Exeter); Lisa Webley (Westmintser); John Hunter-Jones (Manchester); Trevor Buck (De Montfort); Gavin Dingwall (De Montfort); Anthony Bradney (Keele); Maki Tanaka (Oxford); Jo Braithwaite (Queen Mary); Fiona Cownie (Keele);; Anne-Marie Farrell (Manchester); Caroline Hunter (Manchester); Rosemary Hunter (Kent); Helen Carr (Kent); Daniel Monk (Birkbeck); Karen Harrison (UWE, Bristol); Mark O’Brien (UWE, Bristol); Richard Glover ( Wolverhampton); Roman Tomasic (Durham); Paul Almond (Reading); Grace James (Reading); Vanessa Munro (Nottingham); Penny English (Anglia Ruskin); Rosemary Auchmuty (Reading); Nicole Busby (Stirling); Marie Selwood (SLSA); Fiona Beveridge (Liverpool); Dermot Feenan (Ulster); Robert Dingwall (Nottingham); Hannah Quirk (Manchester); Alison Dunn (Newcastle); Jo Hunt (Cardiff); Sally Wheeler (Queens Belfast); Mary Seneviratne (Nottingham)
2. Apologies:  Lisa Glennon; Morag McDermont; 

3. Minutes of AGM 2007: There were no minutes available from the previous AGM. These minutes will be posted on the website in due course.

4. Officers reports:

4.1 Chair: The Chair gave a verbal report, in which she noted that it had been a very busy year for the society. 
4.2 Treasurer: A report was tabled (Appendix 1). The Treasurer noted the sound financial position of the society. The main income is from membership fees and the annual conference. Conference income is essential for funding the society. It may be necessary to increase membership fees in the near future. This will be discussed at a future Executive Committee meeting. It was noted that the SLSA charges lower fees than other similar organisations. The £10 rate for postgraduate students will probably be maintained, as it encourages students to join the society. Newsletter sponsorship and money from the Berlin conference had meant that there had been no need to draw upon the deposit account this year. Thanks were extended to Linda Mulcahy for her work in obtaining sponsorship for the newsletter.

4.3 Membership secretary: A report was tabled (Appendix 2). The Chair thanked Lisa Glennon, who has finished her term on the Executive, for her work as membership secretary. Dermot Feenan will take over as membership secretary.

4.4 Recruitment secretary: A report was tabled (Appendix 3). There had been a concentration on recruiting postgraduate students. There had been a good response to the postgraduate conference in Hull earlier in the year, and a great deal of interest from postgraduates in the annual conference.

4.5 Website/newsletter: A report was tabled (Appendix 4)

4.6 Webmaster’s report: A report was tabled (Appendix 5)

5. Elections to Executive: Fiona Cownie, Tony Bradney, Lisa Glennon and Anne Barlow are leaving the Executive. The Chair thanked them for their work: Fiona and Tony for their long terms of office on the Executive over the years; Lisa for her work as membership secretary; Anne for her work on the SLSA ethics statement.

The following replace those four who are standing down:

Vanessa Munro; Kate Malleson; Rosemary Hunter; Penny English. 

In addition, Gavin Dingwall is co-opted, as the representative from De Montford University, which is hosting the conference in 2009.

New Executive committee members were asked to email Marie Selwood, with their details. The next Executive meeting is 15 May 2008.

6. Election of Honorary officers: no elections were needed.

7. AOB: a question was asked about the society’s membership of ALSISS – now called AcSS (Academy of Social Sciences). This will be discussed at the September Executive, when a representative of AcSS will attend.

Members were asked to consider organising one-day conferences, and to contact the Executive with their ideas for such conferences. 

APPENDIX 1

SLSA ANNUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

1ST MARCH 2007  -  29TH FEBRUARY 2008

Current Account

Income

Membership: Standing Orders 11,321.00



   Cheques

2,686.99



   CHAPS

     87.00
14,094.99



   Less Refunds


     520.00
 13,574.99

Publishers Inserts






    1,186.00

Conferences


Stirling 2006






   3,500.00


Kent 2007






 12,602.00


Berlin LSA






   4,083.06

‘Textbook’ conference
850.00


Less expenses
522.13



      372.87

Royalties







       255.11

P/grad bursaries 2007 Conference (JLS/Blackwells/SLS)
    2,500.00

Book Prize 2007 (Hart)





       500.00

Newsletter Sponsorship





    4,000.00

Interest







       146.24

TOTAL








     

42,720.27

Expenditure

Newsletter: Editing

10,961.85

Production

  6,720.51


 17,682.36

Website







   4,400.00

Stand/Banner/Travel





      735.75

Members Leaflet






      232.00

Executive Committee Expenses




   7,007.75

Berlin LSA Bursaries





      800.00

Small Research Grants





 10,218.50

P/Grad Conference Bristol




   3,178.98

Liverpool SLSA Seminar





   3,590.00

 ‘Development’ Seminar (Birkbeck)



      525.20

Grant Writing Workshop





      278.00

P/Grad Conference Hull





   2,104.23

ALSSS membership





     199.71 

Kent Conf Gifts






       99.00

Postage







     131.76

Account Fees






     103.30

TOTAL









         51,286.54

Net Balance








         - 8,566.27

Add Transfer from G.Inv.Ac.







5,000.00

Add funds as at 28.2.07







           6,727.03

Closing Balance








           3,160.76

Co-Op Guaranteed Investment Account

Balance at 28.2.2007


30,246.48

Less Transfer to Current Account
 - 5,000.00

Plus Interest to 28.2.2007
              1,126.07

Closing Balance








      26,372.55

TOTAL SURPLUS







      29,533.31

Treasurer’s Report

1. These accounts are subject to audit. Professor Linda Mulcahy has once again very kindly agreed to do this. Her report will be presented to the Executive Meeting in May.

2. The accounts indicate that we are in a sound rather than a strong financial position. (A further £3000 was deposited in March this year and invoices totalling approx £5500 remain unpaid). 

3. Newsletter sponsorship is a new source of income – and an essential one. Without this new income, the very successful conference in Kent last year and the unexpected income from the Berlin LSA we would have had to draw more extensively on the money in the Guaranteed Investment Account.

4. In order to continue to support the wide range of events, seminars, workshops, post grad support etc it is likely that we will have to increase the membership subscriptions sometime in the future. 

Daniel Monk


Appendix 3

Recruitment Report for SLSA AGM 2008

1. 2007/2008 targeted Recruitment drive:

This year’s recruitment drive focused on postgraduate members (academic members were covered in the previous recruitment drive undertaken 2006/2007), with a plan to highlight the annual SLSA postgraduate conference in January. 

The recruitment drive was targeted at non-SLSA postgraduate members in Law departments and in Sociology / Social Policy / political science / economics departments in UK Universities.  The drive was conducted by email to save costs to the SLSA.  Emails sent out highlighted the work of the SLSA, the many benefits of membership, the forthcoming postgraduate conference and the annual conference.  Where individual postgraduate students could be identified from University websites they were sent a direct email, otherwise a general email was sent to the postgraduate secretary in each department to be forwarded on to the postgraduate group.   A follow up email was also sent to all postgraduate students who attended the SLSA postgraduate conference in Hull in January 2008.  

I received a lot of responses to these emails, and I think they were particularly successful in raising awareness of the Association.  Quite a number were keen for more information on the January PG conference and applied to attend, as well as information on attending and presenting papers at this annual conference.

2. General recruitment

SLSA flyers

A5 size SLSA flyers advertising the work of the society and the benefits to academic and postgraduate members were printed and put in the following conference packs:

· SLSA/CSCFL Seminar 10th-12th September 2007

· Society of Legal Scholars Conference 10-13 September 2007.  

The Society of Legal Scholars conference had somewhere in the region of 400 delegates, so we will have reached a large audience.  This is a good follow-up to the email recruitment drive in 2006/2007 targeted at academic members.

In addition flyers were sent to the Socio-Legal conference Berlin in July for the SLSA stand.  The aim here was both awareness raising and recruitment.

This is the end of my term on the executive committee and I wish the committee and the SLSA continued success for the future.

Alison Dunn

Recruitment Secretary

17th March 2008
APPENDIX 4

Annual Report to SLSA AGM from Marie Selwood

19 March 2008

Socio-Legal Newsletter – Issues 52, 53 & 54

The newsletter has had another successful year with three editions printed and distributed on time and to a high standard. I am very grateful for members’ feedback and also for their invaluable contributions.

Sponsorship: The key change to the newsletter has been the sponsorship by a consortium of law schools. There are now 12 law schools involved: Liverpool, Birkbeck, Bristol, QUB, Westminster, UCL, Kent, Reading, Exeter, Warwick, Oxford and Keele. Information about sponsorship and the sponsors logos are in the newsletter and on the website. If any exec members think that this would be something their department would like to become involved in, please could they let me know.

Back issues: Back issues (37–53) of the newsletter plus an index are available on the website in pdf format. Newsletter copy dates and publication dates are also advertised on the website.

Advertising: Income from this has greatly increased. This is because we now have the back page as additional income (it was previously booked out to Cavendish as part of the old sponsorship deal). Routledge-Cavendish have booked this every issue until further notice. Advertising for 2007–08 brought in £2850 (up from £1200 on the previous year). Added to the sponsorship money this adequately covers the printing and distribution costs of the newsletter. This may be an income stream that could be developed quite a lot by increasing the number of inserts from publishers. 

Circulation: The newsletter distribution is organised as follows: SLSA mailing list (approx 1200); SLSA delegate packs (approx 350); three times a year with the JLS (800 each time); LSA delegate packs (1900 this year); spare copies are distributed by members of the SLSA Executive Committee at other events. 

SLSA website and bulletin board

The website and bulletin board have run smoothly throughout the year and the support from Kent has been good. The website is updated on a regular basis as necessary and a couple of times per year I do a more general clean up, checking all links etc. Feedback is always welcome.

The next area of development for the website will be the directory area. Lisa Glennon has covered some of the issues relating to the database in her membership secretary reports to the exec over the last few months. I understand that this is now in good working order and up to date and therefore now would be a good time to push on with the directory.

Marie Selwood

Appendix 5

For SLSA AGM 08

Webmaster’s report

1. No major issues with main web site / bulletin board as visible to users. 



2. There is – at last – progress to report on the membership / directory database. As Lisa Glennon says in her report, data entry is complete and she has been able to use the database to chase non-payers. (Happy to be of any help I can in helping Lisa to induct her successor; and in helping that successor to make any changes to the database which s/he feels are necessary.)

I am continuing the more-interventionist approach adopted in January to working with the developer, José Casal. Latterly he has been tying up  remaining loose ends on membership functionality (eg he has just added a ‘Locations’ tab giving access to membership stats broken down by country). We are now moving on to the directory functionality and I hope to be able to report significant progress on this to the next exec meeting. We are in (wholly amicable) discussions about the possibility of the Kent web team taking over from José the technical support of the site once the database work is complete.



3. I have been working with Marie Selwood and with the University of Kent web team to on the first iterations of the new LERSnet web site, which is being demonstrated at the conference 18 March. 

Nick Jackson

� This final payment brings the total amount rec’d to £8,933.8 (see accounts 2006/7).


� £500 from the following Universities: Liverpool, Reading, Exeter, Birkbeck, Bristol, Oxford, Keele, Warwick. (Still waiting for money from UCL, QUB, Kent and Westminster).


� Income from this workshop was £460; but received after 28 February so does not show on this account.





